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Kennedy, Jay Richard Prince Bart 
Farrar, Straus Young. Mar. 1953. 440p. $3.95. 

If, have often proven the facts recent pub- 
lishing history, there geometric ratio popularity 
erotic content, Prince Bart will hurtle the top 
the best seller list matter weeks. one level 
unmitigated piece trash was From Here 
Eternity. Like the latter, almost completely 
lacking any kind artistic skill and concerned 
with the physical love life its protagonist. Tawdry, 
savagely violent, not recommended the general 
reader. 


Unfortunately, however, the work must considered 
another level because is, its way, microcosmic 
representative the problem the literary artist 
our modern society. The writer, achieve any 
stature merit artist, must distill his own 
servations and experiences from the society which 
member. Sometimes has done and has 
been judged rigorously: Catholic not, his work has 
been put the Index. The wisdom the Church 
authorities not here questioned; historical fact 
that the Index exists and proscribed authors are it. 
For its immediate good, the action virtuous one; 
but leads the artist into area great doubt and 
uncertainty. finds himself sinful world 
should not portray Should not reveal its 
shallowness, its emptiness, not ought be, but 
universe that is—within the dimensions his particular 
work—a godless one, that operates only sensually 
materialistic level, what must his approach it? 
His characters are fictitious, the life the imagina- 
tion they have reality. And this reality has moral 
solidarity, hierarchic values permanence against 
which these characters can measure their achievements, 
then does the art possess truth? 


With fair amount certitude one can say there are 
people like Bart Blaine, the protagonist Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s novel. Like him they have achieved worldly 
success but are not secure the knowledge any real 
achievement. They operate one level conscious- 
ness: the physical awareness the sensual appetites. 

some almost the sole driving force their 
existence. (Didn’t Freud propound his theory the 
libido and not still seriously considered our 
American universities and colleges courses psy- 
chology?) portray the life and activities par- 
ticular practitioner this tragic lack awareness 
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other values easily creates problems for the writer who 
deals with it. 


Frankly, hard say whether the author has been 
perceptive enough reflect this dichotomy modern 
man. says so; but his mere statement not clarified 
the work wrote. true, that Blaine (né 
Brykcinski) movie star inflicted with 
wrecking his career, his home, his health. But 
Kennedy never deals with the pathologic aspect. Blaine 
merely phenomenological brute who tries assert 
his individuality striking back physically the forces 
working against him. Despite heart condition, 
secretly prepares for and successfully carries off per- 
sonal appearance engagement New York which 
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Kennedy Cost Young 


boxes former champion. reaffirms his mascu- 
linity with the fans, saves his career (but not his 
marriage), defeats his enemies the movie industry. 
Then dies after tennis match for fabulous bet 
which some way supposed repay his wife for 
his infidelity and, the same time, serve some sort 
ritualistic purgation for all his inconsequential life. 


Lest any reader conclude this review thinking that 
this novel has been praised herein, let understood: 
this poor work, poorly written, luridly melodramatic. 
Still led one consider the plight the really gifted 
artist who faces the problem reflecting the hedonistic 
aspects prominent our society. They exist and 
must deal with them. ‘The truth must seek, yes; 
prudence must his guide. The problem pro- 
found one. Mr. Kennedy has not succeeded solv- 
ing it. 

John Coppinger, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 
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Cost, March The Hour Awaits 
Lippincott. Mar. 30, 1953. 285p. $3.50. 


the feast St. Michael and All Angels 1921, 
Victoria, Princess Babenberg, arrived London 
official errand. brother, Albert Augustus, had 
charged her with the responsibility recovering 
indiscreet letter their mother’s that had come into 
the possession the Victoria and Albert Museum. She 
was complete the mission single day. 


The adventure was Victoria’s first taste freedom 
from the charming—but drafty—Chateau Maria Sophia 
years, and into she crammed decade living. 
Every hour the visit offered fresh sensation. 


There were the difficult moments call tyrannical 
Tante Thérése, and unexpected courtesy from the 
older woman; the tense appointment with the museum 
director; the shattering disillusion rendezvous with 
sweetheart her youth; the revival occasioned 
dual bit philanthropy; nostalgic reunion with 
Gemma Geronte, the and childhood friend; 
her regretfully uncivil encounter with one mysterious 
Garett Phelps, and finally the upsetting her entire 
world through cousin Albert Francois’ distinctly un- 
cousinly reception. 


This Book-of-the-Month Club selection opens window 
the way life may have treated certain the dis- 
placed Austrian aristocracy after World War Urbane 
and witty, nonchalantly sustained steady turn 
commonplace events, the novel delightful excursion 
into the all but vanished realm protocol that clings 
the impoverished royal crown and scepter. 


Young, Jefterson Good Man 

The scene this the time, 
the present; the main characters, Albert, colored 
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sharecropper, his wife Louella, his two young sons, and 
his calf. The secondary characters are his landlord 
and grocer, both white, and the varied types from the 
tiny village nearby. The background Albert’s few 
acres cotton farmland, the center which 
flimsy, unpainted shack calls home. Albert’s 
ambition paint his home white, for, says, “That 
make man, man.” raise the money for paint, 
buys heifer which hopes sell the fall. The 
whole story bounded the months that one 
summer. 


The story, like its people, not very complicated. 
simple story hatred based color—white against 
black. For Albert did not initiate the hate, and was 
for some weeks unaware the storm his modest ambi- 
tion raised. seems that black man that county 
had ever painted his house white. And when word got 
around why Albert was raising calf, buy 
white paint, there was universal shaking heads 
like the gathering clouds. The first lightning struck 
when Albert came town replenish his monthly 
grocery supply. Then the grocer cut off his credit, re- 
fused him further groceries, and took lien his 
crop. made quite clear Albert why was 
doing this, “to put him his place.” 


Stunned, Albert returned his farm. the growing 
bitterness and tension which followed, only two whites 
stood with Albert, his landlord, and the minister. 
blacks stood with him, not even his wife. The story 
has very violent climax, and blood shed. 
Rather, true picture, drawn with great restraint and 
realism, the devious ways racial hatred given. 
The ending not full scale tragedy, though Albert does 
not get his house painted. the end, hoping 
get painted the next year. 


The story deserving great praise. Its author, 
young man from Mississippi, here offering his first novel, 
had some time the Air Force, studied and worked 
journalism Texas and New York, and received 
creative writing fellowship, which enabled him finish 
this novel. can recommended all classes 
readers, and especially Catholic school 
all respects first rate—style, theme, plot, dialogue— 
all are excellent. Though religion plays direct part 
the story, the author’s attitude wholesome and 
sound. The description simple and direct. But per- 
haps the best feature exact and artistic rendering 
Negro speech. sensitive ear will take delight 
these authentic turns their talk. The author, 
clear, knows colored people very well, knows the rural 
South, and can present them with much greater dignity 
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and effectiveness than many more celebrated Southern 


novelists. 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Brady, Charles Stage Fools 


Dutton. Mar. 30, 1953. $3.95. 


The life Saint Thomas More, related biographers 
from the sixteenth century onwards, better known 
than that men belonging our own day. 


The 
martyr’s son-in-law, William Roper, composed the first 
biography. Later there were the Lives Harpsfield, 
Stapleton, Cressacre More and the anonymous “Ro.Ba.” 
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, each 
historian note gave ample space consideration 
this man and his motives. The nineteenth century dis- 
covered the modernity Utopia and wrote extensively 
about this volume. When the Church granted recogni- 
tion the heroic virtue Saint Thomas More and 
Saint John Fisher, through beatification 1888 and 
canonization 1935, the flood Moriana commenced. 
Significant biographies have been written Bridgett, 
Cecil, Sargent, Hollis, Rope and the greatest More 
Scholar, Chambers. The 1557 edition the 
Saint’s English Works are now being reprinted under 
the skilled editorship Campbell. Finally, there 
are innumerable studies, dissertations, and sermons con- 
cerning this striking personality Tudor times. 


Charles Brady’s novel is, reworking 
well-known story. some respects resembles the 
earlier novel, The King’s Good Servant Olive White, 
which appeared the 1930’s. The distinctiveness 
Stage Fools thus tribute the author’s craft- 
manship. 


Stage Tools does not attempt present the entire 
life More, yet embraces enormous amount 
biographical material, scholarship, and full-bodied dia- 
logue. There fine use “spacer” chapters, written 
with poetic verve and vocabulary, whereby the epi- 
sodes chosen for the plot’s development are joined 
with the background and personalities the era. 


can stated that new reader the More story 
would have ample appreciation the life, char- 


Brady Mayo 


acter, and principles this first lay Chancellor the 
English realm. The author has made finely-knit 
integration source material and fictional creation. 
The conversations between Anne Boleyn and Thomas 
More are excellent examples such dovetailing. 


There interesting use current literature and 
state papers part the story. The note verisi- 
militude gives substance the book. Mr. Brady’s dic- 
tion worthy praise for serves create the proper 
atmosphere for the events which follow. 


There could criticism the author’s employment 
coincidence, as, for example, the opening chapter, 
yet some license allowed for such imaginative 
creation. 


Stage Fools may retell old story, but does 


very well. 
Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Mayo, Eleanor Swan’s Harbor 
Crowell. Mar. 23, 1953. 246p. $3.00. 


Swan’s Harbor, one those colorful little villages 
the coast Maine, was the scene several exciting 
events during few short weeks recent summer. 
And while each one these situations touched upon 
various members the community, big Steve, one 
the late Benjamin Swan’s twin sons, managed 
involved everything that took place. 


First all, more than dozen years had passed since 
Steve and his brother, Art, had spoken directly each 
other. Despite their partnership lobster dealers, all 
communication between the two men was carried out 
means written notes. one, least all Steve, 
knew exactly what had been the cause this feud, 
except that followed shortly after Art’s unannounced 
marriage Minnie Palmer, whom Steve had previously 
courted. Now that Art was planning put his son 
work the Sally Joe, lobster dragger, Steve 
objected strenuously because the boat’s reputation 
for hard luck. But Art, resenting his brother’s concern 
for the lad, was stubbornly adamant. 


Then there were Steve’s own personal affairs. Not that 
he, carefree bachelor his mid-thirties, considered 
the opposite sex very troublesome. was just that 
everyone kept telling him that ought get married. 
Most insistent was Ann Harriss whose three year rela- 
tionship with him was anything but platonic. But 
Steve was not the marrying kind, thought, 
until brawl the Pioneer Ball introduced him 
Hilda Washburn, girl many years his junior. Before 
Steve knew what was happening Hilda’s parents had 
announced the couple’s engagement. Coincidentally 
unforeseen event brought chain reaction that 
abruptly changed the whole course Steve’s gay life. 


Made aware impending suicide, Steve sets out 
his boat, Eloise, prevent Frank, friend, from taking 
his own life. While bringing Frank back shore 
notices that the Sally Joe, with his nephew board, 
burning sea. Steve rescues the youngster, but 
the meantime loses Frank, who had jumped aboard the 
burning boat save cat and man already dead. 
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Coming into the wharf, Steve leaps for the lobster car, 
slips into the water and has his left leg crushed. While 
convalescing after the amputation, learns that 
enmity had sprung from the erroneous belief that Steve, 
and not he, was the father young Arthur. But 
forgiveness follows and the feud apparently continues. 
Hilda, having delayed her visit the convalescent, 
now that she fully realizes that cripple, refuses 
marry him. But all not lost since there always 
the ever-faithful, waiting Ann whom, are led 
believe, will finally make “honest woman.” 


Eleanor Mayo knows her Maine coast and its people, 
which enables her set her scenes without effort. The 
situations seem evolve spontaneously while the action 
moves along smoothly and fast, described minimum 
wordage. regretted that this vocabulary 
grows limited times that the author resorts 
uncomfortable emphasis profanity. This, coupled 
with the brother’s hatred for one another, the casual 
relationship between Steve and Ann, and several other 
limitations, spoil the writer’s captivating style and skill- 


ful presentation. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Rosenbloom, Morris Through Strength 
Farrar, Straus Young. Jan. 19, 1953. 325p. $3.95. 
Bernard Baruch has been called the adviser Presi- 
dents. the Elder Statesman. Not only has his 
advice been welcomed his own country, but has 
also been consulted heads state from many friend- 
nations. prophet who honored throughout 
the world. 

The present book effort present his key ideas, 
especially regarding the need for preparedness and 
sound economic system. The author quotes freely 
from Baruch statements. Counsels given during both 
World Wars are analyzed and compared. The reader 
can note the solidity and wisdom views which have 
lost little value with the passage time. 


Unfortunately the author’s treatment not the 
subject the book. There tone adulation which 
cloys the reader. Although occasional criticisms are 
aired—notably concerning Baruch’s speculations during 
the first World War—the general approach that 
adolescent writing school theme about his favorite 
hero. The result does not make for easy reading. 


The author has given real service collecting the 
gist hundreds statements and articles Mr. 
Baruch. Many these ideas are useful the light 
cold-war mobilization problems. regretted 
that deficiencies style may limit the appeal this 


otherwise sound book. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


The Ultimate Weapon 


Anisimov, Oleg 
$3.50. 


Regnery. Mar. 1953. 163p. 


Psychological warfare the popular theme the mo- 
ment. This should augur good market for Anisimov’s 
The author 


keen study this critical subject. 


Rosenbloom Anisimov Brown Lewis 


Best 


Latvian, who became Soviet citizen when his country 
Russian expert the State Department. 


Perhaps the key word this book “empathy.” 
fore can hope influence people through political 
psychological weapons, must first understand and 
feel for their aspirations. The author develops this 
idea regards Western Europe, The Soviet Union, 
and America. 


His general thesis that our psychological warfare 
not succeeding, because lack understanding 
the nations are trying influence. are trying 
persuade other peoples terms our thinking and 
our ideals. fail realize that their values may 
profoundly different than those which appeal us. 


The author appeals both for better understanding and 
for dynamic program which will win both the 
featists Western Europe and the defeated Eastern 
Europe. the former must offer the hope real 
international unity. the latter must promise 
struggle for liberation. 

Much thought and insight has gone into the present 
book. highly recommended serious students 
world problems. also hope that busy officials 
Washington will read this rich and thought-provoking, 


though brief, study. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Brown, and Edel, Leon 
Willa Cather: Critical Biography 


Knopf. Mar. 1953. $4.00. 
Lewis, Edith Willa Cather Living 
Knopf. Mar. 1953. 197p. $3.00. 


These two books belong together, not only review 
but library shelves also; for they complement one 
the other and, considerable degree, cover the same 
ground somewhat the same general manner. would 
suggest the prospective reader that might better 
read through Miss Lewis’s spare and self-effacing 
account Willa Cather’s life, based intimate 
association nearly forty years during which time Miss 
Lewis and Miss Cather lived together what appears 
completely harmonious friendship. Miss Lewis, 
naturally, refers the books Willa Cather wrote 
landmarks milestones along the course the years. 
certain amount the same biographical detail will 
appear again Professor Brown’s critical study, which 
had completed Mr. Leon Edel after Professor 
Brown’s untimely death the age forty-five when 
had all but completed his work the book. But 
Professor Brown’s interest centered the literary 
production Willa Cather and her life only insofar 
influenced her literary work. this, seems 
me, has done thoroughly competent and painstak- 
ing work which has been well organized and excellently 
written. But reader will the better prepared 
appreciate the excellence the critical biography 
she will have already learned the outlines the 
“non-critical” biography. 

If, have remarked, the two biographies overlap, 
only because Willa Cather’s writing and her life are 
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identified; she lived for her writing and 
writing was her life, even during the five-year period 
Pittsburgh when, abandoning desk newspaper 
office, she taught first Central High and then 
Alleghany High School there. 


Born Western (but not West) Virginia, she was 
taken Webster County, Nebraska, when she was ten 
years old. Her grandfather and her uncle had estab- 
lished themselves farm one group pioneer 
homesteaders who occupied land-grants there after the 
Civil War. was here, the farm and later the 
nearby town Red Cloud, that Willa Cather became 
acquainted with the Swedish and Bohemian and Ger- 
man emigrants who had come the northern and 
new “mid-west” settle during this same period. Here 
she met the prototypes the many people who endear 
themselves her novels. And, remote Red 
Cloud was those years from the centers “culture,” 
was here, too, that she first learned love music and 
the theater and “gracious way life.” 


Willa Cather attended the State University Lincoln 
and contributed articles the undergraduate literary 
magazine and the State Journal. year after 
her graduation 1895, she was offered position 
the editorial office new “family magazine” Pitts- 
burgh, The Home Monthly. year later she changed 
over work for better salary with the Pittsburgh 
Daily Leader, copy-reader, rewrite editor, headline 
writer, meanwhile contributing regular “column” 
eastern news the Lincoln State Journal and, later, 
the Courier. 


Her first published book was, was fairly usual then, 
slim collection undistinguished verse. Then, while 
teaching, collection short stories which had ap- 
peared various magazines. This book stories, The 
Troll Garden, caught the attention the dynamic 
McClure who offered her editor’s desk with his 
highly successful McClure’s Magazine. Willa Cather 
seized the opportunity New York and remained 
with McClure’s from 1906 1912. 


1912 she took the decisive step devoting her entire 
time creative writing, and from this year on- 
wards the year her death, 1947, that she produced 
the series novels which have, reason their form 
and content and style, won her place one the 
great American writers. 


Anyone who has become familiar with and enamored 
Antonia, The Professor’s House, Death Comes 
for the Archbishop and Shadows the Rock, will 
enjoy and profit from study this critical biography 
Willa Cather. Those who have not yet become ac- 
quainted with these stories will doubtless wish read 
them, their appetite whetted the appreciative and 
discriminating comment which Professor and 
Mr. Edel present us. 


Willa Cather took her books Alfred Knopf early 
her writing career because she recognized the care 
which this publisher took with the books published 
under his colophon. sems quite fitting that these 
two books should published Mr. Knopf; and cer- 
tainly the Critical Biography maintains the handsome 
tradition established. One might have hoped that 


Lengyel 


the book Miss Lewis were bound “companion 
volume”; but it, too, careful piece craftmanship. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Lengyel, Emil 
World Without End: The Middle East 
Day. Feb. 27, 1953. 374p. $4.50. 


Now that much attention being directed toward 
the Middle East, most intelligent people wish know 
least little about the area. Emil Lengyel, Hun- 
garian born but resident this country since 1922, 
has supplied with volume that seems satisfy this 
need very well. has given history the 
Middle East, and has also supplied with much in- 
formation concerning the people and 
found there today. 


reminds that the Middle East served the cross- 
roads history the past and that the crossroads 
again today. the intersection East and West; 
the hub the great aviation route between the 
Orient and the Occident; the site two the 
world’s most important waterways, the Straits and the 
Suez Canal. has the world’s richest petroleum wells. 
“the region which the utmost importance 
the western world and the Soviet Union. Possession 
this region may mean all the difference between vic- 
tory and defeat” (p. 61). 


the midst this potentially rich area, there never- 
theless found the greatest poverty imaginable, well 
perhaps the worst living conditions the world. 
These criticisms seem especially true Egypt. 
learn that farm workers there receive about twenty-two 
cents per day; that some families have cash incomes 
low thirty-five dollars per year. The Rockefeller 
Foundation, after studying sanitary conditions all over 
the world, decided that Egyptian villages were twice 
wretched and dirty villages China, India, the 
West Indies. One physician was found looking after 
35,000 cases Egyptian “health” clinic. The au- 
thor not too optimistic about improvements Egypt, 
even though Farouk has been deposed. appears 
that the proposed land reforms will benefit less than 
one-tenth the landless Egypt. 


Much attention naturally directed the oil Iran 
and nearby areas. estimated that over one-half 
the oil reserves the world are found there. The 
author gives data which seem hard believe 
compares the production average well the 
Middle East with that average well the United 
States. gives 3,700 barrels per day the yield 
the Middle Eastern well, compared eleven barrels 
per day for well the United States. one will 
question his statement that costs less produce oil 
there than here. gives the Middle Eastern daily oil 
production 2,250,000 barrels per day, which the 
area itself uses but one-tenth. the other hand, al- 
though the production the United States given 
6,700,000 barrels per day, consumption amounts 
7,350,000 barrels per day. easy see why are 
interested importing oil from the Middle East and 
elsewhere. 


Brooks Falkner 


Much interesting material presented concerning 
Mohammedanism. Likewise there stimulating and 
provocative discussion the path that the Middle 
East may take the future. throw its lot 
with the West with the The answer that 
question may well determine the winner the struggle 
between Russia and the United States. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Brooks, Van Wyck The Writer America 
Dutton. Mar. 25, 1953. 203p. $3.00. 


Van Wyck Brooks not pleased contemporary 
authors. somewhat obscure and oblique iden- 
tifying the writers whom does not like but very 
positive and emphatic stating his dislike. Apparently 
the world letters jammed with people whom Mr. 
Brooks finds unpleasant. 


The few men whom Mr. Brooks does cite specifically, 
however, are prominent and influential—people like 
Thomas Merton and Graham Greene—so may take 
for granted that making this attack the con- 
temporary zeitgeist the critic knows something the 
nature the thing attacking. fact, though 
much more precise singling out past authors who 
have influenced the present than naming contem- 
poraries who have felt that influence, Brooks less 
vulnerable this point than many others. Had 
confined himself short lament the attitude 
modern authors might have been entitled some 
sympathy. Unfortunately, however, has gone 
diagnose, incompletely, the ills the age and pre- 
scribe remedy which would undoubtedly make the 
diseases worse. 

Mr. Brooks greatly disturbed what calls the 
the doctrine original sin. feels that 
will lead only “abject submission deity,” and 
obviously such submission would mean the end 
vigorous American literature. The doctrine original 
sin leads negativism; the great American virtue, fos- 
tered Emerson and Thoreau, insistence the 
positive. 

Thus, the principal thesis The Writer America 
perfectly simple. labors under considerable difficul- 
ties, however, and the first one, the order logic, 
that the author apparently knows very little about 
original sin. says, effect, that return the 
doctrine original sin return the middle ages, 
but his concept original sin one which foreign 
the Catholic Church and much more character- 
istic the reformation than the middle ages. 
should mentioned passing that Mr. Brooks con- 
stantly sneers the middle ages and constantly 
tender his references Saint Francis Assisi who 
was obviously product the middle ages. 


the second place, Mr. Brooks has some odd notions 
about how combat the gloom that consciousness 
sin has brought literature. deplores the fact that 
many moderns want turn the past, yet insists 
going back Emerson and Thoreau—they are not 
too far the past and they are native our soil. Emer- 
son and Thoreau insist man’s greatness, and Brooks 
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calls our writers follow them and develop its 
fullness grand secular optimism. Man good and 
will better—let not lose our faith his natural 
perfectibility and, above all, let not run like children 
some mother church for the answers our prob- 
lems. making this plea, Brooks most horatory and 
most pressing, and one can almost see the good secular 
earth shaking under his feet. What should realize, 
least dimly, that secular optimism has been aban- 
doned many intelligent men not capriciously 
arbitrarily but because has been found painfully 
deficient. 


Brooks sees only evil modern literature’s ruthless 
exposure man’s failure—he pines for return the 
hero and, practically, asks authors didactic, 
not report what they see but give men new idols. 
What considers evil may soon prove good, 
for the exposure evil that cant and claptrap 
are rooted out and the way cleared for the honest 
and intelligent founding sound values. Many men 
have blessedly found secularism wanting and they are 
looking for inspiration ideas that are far older than 
and deeper than the comparatively 
tellectualism our early literature. can have 
great literature not confining ourselves our native 
tradition but assimilating what best the older 
and greater traditions—an assimilation which, 
sure, Mr. Brooks considers necessary, though his em- 
phasis the purely American would lead one think 
otherwise. 


the murky prose this book, with its hundreds 
questions and its scores pronouns whose 
antecedents are most indefinite, there are many proposi- 
tions that shriek for refutation. Chief among these 
the central belief that man left himself will create 
divinity within himself. needs guide except 
nature. Cautiously, and with obvious desire not 
commit himself too far, Mr. Brooks even hints that 
Rousseau was probably right about the noble savage. 
testimony Rousseau’s solidity, Mr. Brooks refers 
Rousseau’s reading the Jesuit Relations—but the 
only thing can hope demonstrate thereby Rous- 
seau’s deficiency scholar. Anyone who reads 
widely the Jesuit papers apt have jaundiced 
view noble savagery. Mr. Brooks says that man 
any surroundings will affirm certain values; seems 
unwilling see confess that these primitive affir- 
mations are too few, too general, and, brief, utterly 
inadequate for intelligent, curious person, one whose 
mind really open, not only Emerson and Thoreau 
but the middle ages Mr. Brooks offers 
literary have few takers. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Falkner, Col. William 

The White Rose Memphis 
Coley Taylor Bond. Mar. 16, 1953. 542p. $5.00. 
The White Rose Memphis has been billed the 
Gone with the Wind the 1880’s. Its author, the 
great-grandfather Nobel-prize winning William 
Faulkner, first published 1881. went through 
successive series reprints until the end World 
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War when suddenly dropped out the public eye 
and interest. has been mentioned Van Wyck 
Brooks his The Times Melville and Whitman 
symbolic novel masking the brutal realities the grow- 
ing South with the outer accoutrements chivalry. 
Irving Howe, his Critical Study William Faulkner, 
has identified its author with the Colonel Sartoris 
The Unvanquished, “the archetypal ancestor,” suggest- 
ing “both the strength and weakness the remembered 
South.” Clearly, then, the novel not without im- 
portance the history American writing. 


novel—pure and simple—it will strike the modern 
reader for pleasure strange admixture improb- 
able fantasy and dawning realism narrated un- 
believably pre-romantic, eighteenth century style. 


The White Rose Memphis Mississippi steamer. 
Captain Oliver Quitman, its owner, and Sam Brazzle- 
man, Purser, arrange costume ball celebrate its 
maiden voyage. King George III, the Duke Welling- 
ton and the Queen Sheba lead one group revelers, 
while Mary, Queen Scots, Ivanhoe and Ingomar, the 
barbarian chief, play the same part for second con- 
tingent masked and costumed voyagers. com- 
mittee appointed and formal rules are drawn for 
the conduct all during the voyage. Her Royal High- 
ness, the Queen Scots, chosen grand sovereign 
and her duty command the plan amusement 
for the day. Disrespectful language eschewed, the 
right anonymity proclaimed and “none but harm- 
less sport shall proposed indulged in.” help 
while away the time, the Queen proposes that Ingomar 
tell story. Ingomar’s story that takes more 
than four-hundred pages the novel. 


Readers Boccaccio’s marvelous introduction the 
Decameron—ignored the sleazy drug-store editions— 
will immediately recognize the cornice, the framework, 
the skeleton which the novelle are imposed. There 
the same“brigata leggiadra,” the happy company, the 
same selection leader the revels, the same formal 
behavior that suggest the Provencal poets and 
Courtly Love. Indeed, the first twenty pages devote 
themselves fiction, setting and atmosphere 
that just barely escapes coming straight out the four- 
teenth century. 


Ingomar’s narration smoothly sheds the unreality the 
cornice bring the reader down earth, were, 
Memphis, Nashville, the Mississippi countryside 
America almost one hundred years ago. Ingomar tells 
the story his own life but the autobiographical data 
extended until the story really becomes the biography 
whole society. Poverty lives here, also does 
wealth. Big business and beautiful women tread the 
same pages where the forces evil contest the ground 
with the forces ideal good. Lawyers, doctors, jail- 
keepers, nearly every strata society represented. 
Here kind realism which cannot denied. 

However, confuse the analysis still more, Colonel 
Falkner adds his novella-like fantasy and his social 
objectivity, style narration that clouds the whole 
with vague sense unreality all over again. There 
the exaggerated sentimentalism Ingomar’s drunken 
father (one can hear the strains “Father, dear father, 
come home with now”), the frail white devotion 
his good step-mother (“Hearts and flowers”). Three 


Engstrand 


little children abandoned and alone; “when the gentle 
spirit our darling mother took its leave this world,” 
Harry (the step-brother) “was carried away swoon, 
while poor Lottie (the step-sister) sunk down the 
lifeless body, totally prostrated with her great sorrow.” 
some half-drunken Romantic were jerking out 
all the stops his console tears. 


The dialogue goes even further. “Oh Edward,” says 
Harry Ingomar, while his eyes were full tears, 
“how can live without her? Shall that darling sweet 
face forever hidden from us? What will become 
poor Lottie when our mother And Edward 
(Ingomar) replies: “Can not work for her? Can 
not take care her? will help you, Harry. 
will never forsake you and Lottie. will with you 
the end the world, help work for Lottie. You 
are brother, she sister, and nothing shall ever 
part but death.” And this adult-children’s kind 
talk spoken everybody the book and all through 
the years. The times had something with it— 
that Col. Falkner’s generation and the aura the 
genteel South. Also the fact that The White Rose 
was originally written serial the Ripley Adver- 
tiser. Actually, the unreality speech lends strength 
the human events, the conflict and entanglement 
the plot. Symbolically, explains the masque the 
introduction and the objective core its social sig- 
nificance. 


The White Rose Memphis can read as.a period 
piece, fairly interesting story, phenomenon 
the American literary scene. enjoyable any 
one all three these aspects. Robert Cantwell, the 
Literary Editor for Newsweek, and student William 
Faulkner’s works, has written excellent introduction 
the novel. His brief re-construction the life 
Col. Falkner includes little known facts about this 
fascinating and violent man. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Engstrand, Stuart The Scattered Seed 
Messner. Mar. 1953. 248p. $3.00. 


the dust jacket The Scattered Seed Irving Miller 
has very cleverly portrayed the triple symbol latent 
the novel; lovely woman, three fading leaves and 
spider. All were integral part Charley’s life, the 
mystery woman, the mind nature and the matter 
animal love. 


Charley Manns tree surgeon. works for Cap 
and Cribs, wonderful pair cheap, chiseling con- 
men ever stepped out Gerald Kersh. keeps 
working, first, because Cap, the senior partner, owes 
him about seven-hundred dollars back pay. This 
motive considerably strengthened the fact that 
has seen his landlady’s daughter naturel and needs 
must linger until conquest completed that 
direction. Then, when gets working the Randall 
estate and can peek into Mrs. Randall’s bedroom, why 
then, that just settles it. Charley will not leaving 
the town Stoner, Iowa, for some time—he cannot, 
poor fellow, he’s psychologically strapped. 


has hand for tree though. loves them. And 
when Cap orders him force some salt into oak 
trunk, Charley shows considerable reluctance because 
knows the salt will kill the tree matter days. 
fact, wears himself down trying flush out the 
salt with water treatment—that is, after Cap has 
double-crossed him. His love for trees keeps him true 
himself. 

After dilly which Mrs. Randall’s jewels and her 
pet monkey, Missy, play quite exciting part, Charley 
finds himself about marry the soon ex-Mrs. 
Randall while Mr. Randall has found new lease 
life Mattie, the landlady’s daughter who had caused 
Charley much worry the first place. The spider, 
symbol Charley’s light-fingered sex-play when trying 
break down maiden’s resistance, ends wrap- 
ping Charley web his own making. 

The whole story reveals fine superficies Freud, but 
actually, Cap and Cribs are the only characters the 
book, i.e., the sense Aristotle’s impossible prob- 
abilities being preferred over the improbable possibili- 
ties. Maybe Mattie passes too, although the reader 
never really gets know her. Perhaps the external 
action which the inner tensions are revealed, never 
quite measures the psychological solemnity the 
psychiatric connotations inherent the promise and 
the approach the novel. 

Make mistake about it, Stuart Engstrand writes with 
power. just that the power has been thinned 


with boudoir powder The Scattered Seed. The 


latter definitely second-rate. ought sell like 
hot cakes. 


Recommended one. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University 

New York, New York 


Marshall, Rosamond The General’s Wench 
Prentice-Hall. Jan. 28, 1953. 244p. $3.50. 

this book new low? hard estimate de- 
grees badness degrees goodness; but all events 
well the minus class—minus intelligence, minus 
historical sense, minus style, minus decency. Presum- 
ably there must audience for such trash, other- 
wise publishers would not spend money bringing 
out, but hard imagine who above the level 
adolescent, and moronic one that, would read it. 


not necessary, and indeed hardly possible 
decent words, outline the dismal plot. Suffice 
say that the scene laid London and Flanders 
the long-suffering eighteenth century, and that con- 
tains all the seductions, elopement, horse whippings, 
fights, gross conversations considered proper “his- 
torical” novel. crudely immature style heavily larded 
with the stickiest sentimentality deprives The General’s 
Wench the doubtful merit others the genre, 
hard-boiled competency. thoroughly vulgar and 
trivial book. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 

the Sacred Heart, 
Purchase, New York 


Best 


O’Brien, John A., Ed. The Way Emmaus 
McGraw-Hill. Mar. 1953. 368p. $4.00. 

The sub-title this book is: “The Intimate Personal 
Stories Converts the Catholic Faith.” The editor 
this collection the renowned Father John 
O’Brien who collected and edited the personal stories 
contained that best-selling volume, The Road 
Damascus. The present volume contains 
sonal stories conversions the Roman Catholic 
Church; and the whole volume interest 
illustration the diverse ways which men and 
women varying racial and religious backgrounds 
found and traveled the way incorporation into the 
Church. Several the longer stories, e.g., those 
Rudolph Lippert, Max Jordan, William Rush, Francis 
Farmer, should particular interest priests who 
are more actively engaged convert work. Much praise 
due Father O’Brien for his continuing efforts throw 
new light the problems conversion preserving 
the personal stories those who have traveled through 
suffering and loneliness the Way Emmaus. 


William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Wu, The Interior Carmel 
Sheed Ward. Mar. 11, 1953. 257p. $3.25. 


Dr. whose autobiography Beyond East and West 
was favorably received last year one the out- 
standing Catholic laymen China, and for time 
represented his native land the United Nations and 
the Vatican. has lectured many universities 
Asia, Europe, and the United States and present 
teacher law Seton Hall University. 


Professors jurisprudence not ordinarily write 
mysticism, but Dr. the happy exception. The 
thought such book came him long ago 
1937 and has been the principal avocation busy 
life. Many the chapters were originally delivered 
before the School Religion the University 
Hawaii. the foreword Monsignor James McNulty, 
the president Seton Hall University, tells that the 
purpose The Interior Carmel show “that man 
can live the world with the spirit the cloister.” 


times the author uses the classical terminology 
mysticism: the Purgative, and 
Way, but prefers base his teaching the virtue 
love. the prologue points out that there are 
ascending degrees our love God, which calls 
the “budding,” the and the “ripening.” 
finds justification this three-fold division 
love the principal parts the Mass, the arrange- 
ment the liturgical year from Advent Pentecost, 
and especially the Beatitudes. believes that 
where else the mind Christ more clearly revealed 
than these famous sayings from the Sermon the 
Mount, which “comprehend all the conceivable types 
sanctity.” That why the eight chapters this 
book are exhaustive commentary each the 
Beatitudes. 

The footnotes almost every page give unmistakable 
evidence Dr. Wu’s extensive reading and thorough 
grasp the writings mysticism from patristic, medie- 
val, and modern times. His principal authorities are 
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St. Thomas Aquinas, and the Carmelites saints, John 
the Cross, Theresa Avila, and Therese Lisieux. 
striking feature his frequent reference the wis- 
dom the Orient reflected the works 
Confucius and other Chinese moralists 
ophers. read the profound statements these 
men, who wrote without the light the divine revela- 
tion guide them, are reminded the well-known 
phrase Tertullian: anima naturaliter christiana. 


hope that this book will find the wide reading- 
audience that deserves. For simplifies the admit- 
tedly difficult subject mysticism, clarifies the meaning 
obscure terms, such “spiritual marriage” and the 
“dark night the soul,” corrects the false impression 
that life contemplation incompatible with the 
active life, and, consequently, encourages all 
start continue with renewed zeal the road 


holiness. 
Stephen McKenna, 
Church the Immaculate Conception, 
New York, New York 


Sheppard, Launcelot 
Barbe Acarie, Wife and Mystic 
McKay. Feb. 1953. 202p. $3.50. 


Daughter the sixteenth century, Barbe Acarie was 
the friend and the familiar many persons noble 
heart and Among her friends and counsellors 
she was fortunate enough number the great Saint 
Francis Sales who interested himself not only her 
spiritual welfare, but also the spiritual and temporal 
welfare her children attested letter from the 
saint reproduced the book. 


There this book wealth detail about many 
people. Out all Pierre Acarie, the husband 
Barbe, emerges most life-like and lovable. Barbe her- 
self seems buried under the accounts her 
salon, her projects, her illnesses, her journeys and her 
spiritual teaching. 

This woman, born 1566 and dead 1617, had 
the half century her life accomplished tremendous 
amount work for God and for His Church. She was 
responsible for introducing the Spanish Carmelites into 
France. From these Ladies eventually came those great 
women who made the English Carmelite foundations. 
She likewise credited with the first move establish 
the Ursulines French ground. the story Mary 
the Incarnation (she entered the Carmel Amiens 
after the death Pierre lay sister) there much 
high adventure stir the soul and move the will 
desire and seek after holiness. 


How many sons are privileged petition for the beati- 
fication their mothers? Pierre, Barbe’s son, did 
1622, just four years after her death. Unfortunately 
for the cause, during the process taking depositions 
Urban VIII’s decree ordaining interval fifty years 
betwen death and beatification was promulgated. 
1791, Barbe Acarie was declared blessed and her feast 
celebrated April France and the Carmelite 
order under the title Mary the Incarnation, 
Widow. 

told this book, the story this wife and mystic 
heavily weighted with historical data and with digres- 


Sheppard Eyster 


sions which seem unnecessary for this story and serve 
only slow down, even impede, the progress the 
narrative beyond one’s patience endure. There 
nothing wrong with the content the book; the 
style which cumbersome, making chore what 
should joy. 

Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul Minnesota 


Eyster, Warren Far from the Customary Skies 
Random. Mar. 27, 1953. 372p. $3.75. 


Numerous realistic and naturalistic vignettes are here 
loosely group together form the narrative de- 
stroyer World War II, the U.S.S. Dreher. The four 
stages the narrative are the training the crew, the 
successful period operation, the “going stale,” and 
the final loss the ship. Certain the crew are 
singled out for special attention and the development 
these characters through episodes furnishes the at- 
tempt toward unity. 


The most morbidly fascinating figure, for the young 
author, Malene, the chief boatswain’s mate, sadistic 
and power-hungry machine who madly commits mur- 
der keep useless gun firing from sinking ship. 
misfit firecontrolman, one Ham, seems reflect the 
writer’s most sympathetic interest, his neutralism 
and pseudo-philosophic attitude. Other characters 
less and less interest occupy varying amounts space. 


Comparisons with The Caine Mutiny will inevitable 
for reader and reviewer. All the virtues interest- 
ing narrative, sound characterization and vivid pictorial 
work found the earlier book are lacking this. 
Mr. Eyster writes with absorbed attention irrele- 
vant detail which bespeaks the immature 
little promise better work come. False generaliza- 
tion about human motives and weakness providing 
those motives reveal another facet immaturity, the 
tendency self-centered observer project his own 
imaginings into his characters rather than create real, 
whole people. manneredly “sparse” style, incongru- 
ously speckled with some attenuated coloring from 
Wolfe, does not help much. 


More serious, however, may the fact that the public 
being offered pinchbeck. The author provides dis- 
claimer the effect that not attempting main- 
tain “strict naval conduct” and admission that all 
subject the limitations his own all 
phases forcastle life are covered, most the opera- 
tional activities destroyer are used background 
tised, and such novel this must, the first place, 
authentic. 


For one who takes such pains record trivia based 
upon his eyewitness experience aboard naval vessel, 
the author reveals many inaccuracies terminology 
and complete absence elementary information 
about the bridge the ship underway. 


Although would probably maintained that the 
serious purpose Far from the Customary Skies 
world removed from that The Caine Mutiny, the 
fact that Herman Wouk achieved passing all those 


Weiner Baker 


objectives portrayal that Mr. Eyster has attempted 
and failed. 


For tedium, unnecessarily foul language and general 
ineptitude, Mr. Eyster’s book rates rejection. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Weiner, Norbert Ex-Prodigy (An Autobiography 
Simon Schuster. Mar. 26, 1953. $3.95. 


Ex-Prodigy autobiographical sketch the first 
thirty-one years Professor Mathematics, 
Norbert Weiner, who probably better known for his 
book upon the controversial subject 
This book traces the trials and errors child prodigy 
that the author defines (p. child who has 
achieved appreciable measure adult intellectual 
standing before out the years usually devoted 
child who has fear hospitals (p. 32), fear in- 
jury and mutilation (p. 32), fear the shade trees 
(p. 33), fear being closed-in (p. 33), fear his 
father (pp. 34, 67, 68), fear the metamorphosis 
“Alice Wonderland” (p. 37), fear comedian 
red wig (p. 37), fear boyhood scraps (p. 
contrasted with love for reading, love for mountain- 
climbing (p. 227), love for “botanizing” (p. 88), 
love for picking mushrooms (p. 61), love for the “St. 
Nicholas Magazine” (p. 100.) 


eleven, Weiner was Freshman Tufts College; 


fourteen graduate student Harvard and 


eighteen lecturer the latter institution. His rapid 
intellectual growth can attributed his strong desire 
read (which impaired his eyesight) and the exact- 
ing tutorage his teacher-father (whom feared in- 
tensely). Although considered prodigious one re- 
spect, Weiner was backward others. counted 
his fingers long after other students had ceased 
(p. 45); his childhood friendships were short-lived 
(p. 91); was failure his first graduate course 
histology (p. 126); was shocked, the age 15, 
learn that was Jew (p. 148); the habits 
vegetarian inculcated him his father had ill 
effect his social life (p. 149); the effect his father’s 
strong influence increased his lack self-confidence 
(p. 152); experienced considerable difficulty find- 
ing job after completing his education (p. 236); 
failed chance become engineer (p. 248); early 
life tired from making his own decisions (p. 261). 


The life Wunderkind not pleasant one. the 
words the author, (p. 117), “My experience leads 
believe that the prodigy desperately unsure him- 
self and underrates himself. Every child, gaining 
emotional security, believes the values the world 
around him and thus starts being, not revolu- 
ticnary, but utter conservative. wishes believe 
that his elders, whom dependent for the ar- 
rangement and control the world which lives, 
are all wise and good. When discovers that they 
are not, faces the necessity loneliness and form- 
ing his own judgment world that can longer 
fully prodigy shares this experience with 
every child, but added the suffering which grows 
from belonging half the adult world and half the 


Best 


world children about him. Hence, goes through 
stage when his mass conflicts greater than that 
most other children, and rarely pretty 
ture.” Much the cause the conflicts precipitated 
the accelerated education which Weiner 
enced may traced his early submission atheism, 
When told the age five that God knew everything, 
states (p. 42), then and there made the statement 
that did not believe God. Seeing lightning 
scending from heaven smite dead the spot, 
persisted godlessness and told parents about 
unfortunate that Weiner did not place 
order early for the stroke that was ordered Saul.) 
continues his statement, found enough sympathy 
point view.” 


over-abundant reference names and places, 
doubt great interest Weiner’s relatives 
ciates, levels fog particulars before the unac 
quainted that soon dims interest. The continuity 
author’s life-story frequently interrupted way- 
side discussions various topics that the book may 
laid aside those readers interested only unravel- 
ling Weiner’s life threads. 


Joseph Michalowicz, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Baker, Louise Snips and Snails 
McGraw-Hill. Feb. 18, 1953. 202p. $3.00. 

For the time Snips and Snails (remember, 
are little boys made of?”) author Louise Baker harks 
back depression years when any job was welcome. 
She found herself the way exclusive boarding 
school for boys Arizona, without teacher prepara 
tion and with the unenviable status attached being 
the only woman the faculty. These features alone 
would produce many ludicrous situations, which the 
writer exploits their utmost. 


Contrary her apprehensions, however, 
learns that she likes little boys immensely and usually 
their side skirmishes with rules, regimentation and 
headmasters. This liking persists spite having 
answer “Sir,” nonchalantly accept gifts snakes 
and worms, and having comfort the homesick with 
midnight cocoa and sympathetic ear. The young 
teacher champions the struggling underdogs campus 
feuds, nurses measles cases, chaperones dancing classes 
and shopping trips, and substitute mother ten 
lively eight-year-olds. The book might considered 
mild crusade against parents who give their children 
many material advantages, including such expensive 
schocling this, but deny them their time and at- 
tention. 


thin thread romance between the author and one 
the young teachers the only hint plot the 
story. Meant the hilarious personal experi- 
ence type, the book never quite achieves its intended 
effect. pleasantly entertaining reading for all, but 
has particular value except time filler. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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Seager Webster’s New World Dictionary the American 


Language Czarnomski Scott-James Billington 


Seager, Allan Amos Berry 
Simon Schuster. Feb. 27, 1953. 376p. $3.95. 

This the type book that generally gains for the 
author the title “Promising American author.” How- 
ever, this reader wonders the “promise” will ever 
fulfilled. 

The tale itself, rather meandering, Amos Berry 
and narrated his son. Mr. Berry, mathematical 


genius, routine but well paying job, kills his em- 


ployer. does not know why. The last third the 
book taken with so-called seeking for the rea- 


conclusion being that Mr. Berry was really 


trying kill the system organization believed 
ruining the world and was not blamed for 
his deed. 


All this gives Mr. Seager golden opportunity air 


his views “life,” “the future” and things general. 
seems convinced that the downfall man as- 
sured because the growing organization men— 
feels all life too organized, man longer 
individual. never refers God religion this 
way life that should be, except detached, unin- 
terested fashion—man apparently should complete 
within himself. 
The Berry family and their associates, all with more 
money than they know what with, are supposedly 
examples typical American families. God forbid! 
such useless, empty-headed people are the backbone 
America then there can doubt but that the 
downfall man assured and “organization” has little 
with it. 
There are few good characterizations but for the most 
part the theme lost many wanderings into Mr. 
Seager’s odd philosophies. The volume tedious with 
not enough real interest value recommend 
very highly. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Webster’s New World Dictionary 
the American Language 
World Publishing Co. Mar. 23, 1953. 
(Thumb-indexed, $6.00) 
This new and revised the Webster New 
World Dictionary worthy rival the American 
College Dictionary, which till now had considered 
without peer desk companion. many ways, the 
New World has followed the lead the ACD in- 
corporating proper names—geographical, literary, poli- 
tical, historic—into the regular alphabetic divisions, in- 
stead appending them separate “gazeteer” 
“biographical summary.” words are, 
also, improved and seem some instances, (e.g., 
vark, burrowing African mammal that feeds ants 
and termites), imitate not actually repeat the 
simplified definitions which the ACD (prepared under 
the directions Drs. Barnhart and Thorndyke) intro- 
duced. 
For book heavy, but indispensable, good desk 
ictionary must be, the publishers have produced 
well-hound and well-printed book that should with- 
stand considerable use. The price compares very favor- 
ably with the price for its nearest rivals, the afore- 
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mentioned ACD and the new Merriam-Webster college 


edition. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Czarnomski, Can Russia Survive? 
Philosophical Library. Feb. 28, 1953. 128p. $2.75. 


This slight volume does not pretend originality. The 
author has digested many the standard treatments 
Russia order give brief picture life under 
Soviet rule. The study itself dated. was written 
1949 and published only this year. The style shrill 
and polemical, although the content basically sound. 
answer the question: Can Russia survive?, the 
author claims that internal tensions 
may lead collapse the Soviet experiment. ad- 
vocates the formation now Free Russian Govern- 
ment, exile, hasten the collapse. 


There are special insights new information which 
would warrant recommendation this book. One 
would get clearer picture, less cost, from the cur- 
rent number Fortune. This reviewer feels that such 
considerations, rather than pro-Soviet bias, explain why 
five leading London publishers rejected the manuscript. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Scott-James, Anne the Mink 


Dutton. Mar. 27, 1953. 255p. $3.00. 

Neither brash nor political the title might imply 
the American reader, this moderately toned effort 
the professional autobiography the editor 
women’s fashion magazine (New York controlled— 
British edition). Masquerading fictional career 
story, the Mink merely perfunctorily disguises the 
author, the publications, her associates and her friends. 


Unfortunately, the narrative lacks any the qualities 
which might serve make the book roman clef for 
the fashion industry. Gentle and urbane tone, writ- 
ten undeniably intelligent and normal woman, 
the Mink sadly superfluous venture into writing 
and publishing. Rare indeed would the reader who 
might conceivably absorbed this story the un- 
interesting personalities producing the magazines which 
feature women’s clothes, cosmetics, and the like. 

That, even for women, the less harmful than 
the magazines themselves, does not render the book 
commendable diverting. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Billington, Ray Allen The Protestant Crusade 
Rinehart. Mar. 12, 1953. 514p. $6.50. 


The United States the late 1840’s and 50’s saw the 
growth, nourishment and maturity religious bigotry. 
Until the year 1820 accurate record was tabulated 
the number immigrants who arrived the United 
States. Apparently there were not sufficient make 
worth while. the 1820’s foreigners began migrate 
the United States greater numbers. Almost all 
the immigration the United States from 1820 
1860 was from Great Britain, Ireland and Germany. 


Bowen Dean Brackett 


During all the forty years between 1820 and 1860 
more than seventeen thousand immigrants are recorded 
having entered the United States from Poland, Italy 
and Russia. 

The influx Catholics into the United States set fire 
native American prejudices and Catholic debating 
Protestant became common all over America. One 
the most important controversies involved Bishop John 
England and the Rev. Richard Fuller, Baptist clergy- 
man. Their differences arose over the charge that the 
Catholic church sold the privilege sin before sin was 
committed. 

Through the post-Civil War years when the great 
national issue was slavery there came into existence 
political party pledged exclude Roman Catholics 
from the polls and from office. This party was the 
Native American Know-Nothing Party. This party 
had simple platform. was opposed the election 
foreign born public office within the United States. 
The party directed its shafts the influx Irish Cath- 
olics into New England. 

Professor Ray Allen Billington this work has delved 
into forgotten pamphlets and speeches and has come 
with scholarly and detailed account the growth 
bigotry and the Catholic movement. 
His book heavily documented with sources listed 
the end each chapter. The literature anti- 
Catholicism and specific examples anti-Catholic pro- 
paganda are explained full. 

This book definite contribution social 


tical history within the United States but the publica- 
tion and perusal may again stir old sores that are 
more conveniently forgotten. 
Frank Brown, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Bowen, Robert Bamboo 


Knopf. Mar. 1953. 267p. $3.00. 

This second novel. The Weight the 
Cross, was good first effort and gave promise better 
things come. That promise has been part realized. 
However, some the tendencies the first book have 
become trends and that different matter. The story 
quite simple. Joseph Patrick Egan, familiarly known 
“Shanghai,” re-enlists for another hitch the 
Navy. With the signing over goes thirty-day leave. 
The story simply account that thirty-day binge, 
with back flashes his youth and his previous 
career the Navy, plus his reaction the whole mess. 
The action begins with Shanghai coming ashore 
Manila begin the liberty end all liberties. Before 
forty-eight hours have elapsed, has seduced young 
native girl and taken temporary residence with 
her. The remainder the story the tale his grow- 
ing dissatisfaction with the experience contem- 
plates the fate old soldier.who likewise has gone 
Bamboo. 


the back flash see his early home life. His father, 
timid grind, despised. His mother, pitied. 
Actually Shanghai neurotic with deep feelings 
inferiority and guilt. compensates violent action 
His companions are similarly 
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neurotic and least one psychotic. learn 


these via the back flash route and via few incidents. 


the story unfolds. The story ends, when about 
the twentieth day, disgusted and satiated, Shanghai re- 
turns the ship work. 


Bamboo harsh, violent story. Bowen has made 
remarkable progress his ability write. has ex- 
perimented with words and descriptions way that 
rejects the contemporary trend the naturalistic novel 
and claims transcend its convention the use 
counterpoint naturalistic dialogue and blunt Navy 
and native speech. This produces story which the 
rough tone that society adequately set, without the 
detail the naturalists. The counterpoint dialogue 
rough, vulgar and perhaps obscene. The reviewer’s 
real disappointment came when finally dawned 
him that Bowen has position with which evaluate 
men events except perhaps harsh Kantian—work 
and duty—formula which insinuated the end. 
clear that wants transcend the camera the 
function the novelist, but needs more growth both 
the mind and the soul. put another way—he 
knows how write; let’s hope finds something 


say. 
James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Brackett, Leigh The Starmen 


Gnome Press. 1953. 213p. $2.75. 

accident Michael Treheame found the Varda and 
found, also, that was Varda mutation capable 
bearing the stress interstellar flight which killed all 
non-Varda. The Varda were the commercial rulers 
space because that mutation, the secret which 
had been lost when Orthis, its discoverer, was exiled 
deep space and disappeared. Treheame undergoes 
series adventures space and finally discovers the 
corpse Orthis and the secret the mutation which, 
all people. The book rather amoral with murder and 
fairly exciting space-opera and should not harm adult 
readers. 


NOTICE 


Since 1946 Best Sellers has maintained its 
subscription price $2.50 per year despite 
the general rise prices. During that time 
our printing costs alone have increased over 
100%. Regretfully now find absolutely 
necessary increase our own subscription 
price. April 1st, the new yearly 
subscription rate will $4.00 for domestic 
subscribers; $4.50 for Canadian and foreign 
subscriptions; single copies twenty cents. 
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